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PRIW COUNCIL 
Dear D r .  Heidelberger,  

We have been t r y i n g  t o  arrange t h a t  you s h o u l d  s t o p  i n  Loridon 
from August 25th - 26th  o r  27th on your way back t o  America, but Pan 
American Airways s t a t e  t h a t  any such change o f  p lan  must be made w i t h  
t h e i r  Prague of f ice  and t h a t  they have n o t  the  power o r  a u t h o r i t y  t o  
d o  t h i s  i n  London. I t  seems, therefore ,  t h a t ,  if you f e e l  disposed 
t o  s t a y  i n  London,it would be necessary f o r  you t o  g e t  i n  touch with 
the Prague o f f i c e  o f  Pan American Airways. 

Perhaps it might be wel l  i f  I gave you an ind ica t ion  o f  the 
p o i n t  which I want t o l d i s c u s s  w i t h  you, a s  i t  may be t h a t  your views are  
s o  c l e a r  cut t h a t  it w o u l d  no t  be wor th  while your  c a l l i n g  here. The 
Nedical Research Council have r e c e n t l y  taken over a l a r g e  modern 
l abora to ry  which used t o  be known a s  the  London County Council Serum 
I n s t i t u t e ,  Carshal ton,  and which was run by the London County Council. 
During the  war, it was taken over-by Burroughs Wellcome who produced 
enormous q u a n t i t i e s  o f  b i o l o g i c a l  products  throughout t h i s  period. With 
the l a r g e  changes i n  h o s p i t a l  a n d  other medical s e rv i ces  i n  t h i s  country, 
the Medical Research Council have decided t o  develop the I n s t i t u t e  as a 
cen t r e  f o r  r e sea rch  i n  immunology. I t  is  hoped t o  cover the whole sub- 
j e c t  of immunolo both from the antibody and a l s o  from the  ant igen side. 

Clear ly ,  a prloject of t h i s  kind would involve ex tens ive  know- 
ledge o f  the chemistry and phys ics  of b i o l o g i c a l  ma te r i a l ,  and i t  seemed 
t o  me tha t  you were the  man t o  run such a show. It would not  be poss ib l e  
f o r  me t o  make you a d e f i n i t e  o f f e r  o f  the p o s t  now, because a mat te r  
l i k e  t h i s  would have t o  be considered by the Medical Research Council 
themselves, bu t  I wanted t o  know r e a l l y  how you would r e a c t  t o  the 
suggestion. We would regard a p o s t  of t h i s  k i n d  a s  one of very high 
s tanding ,  involving the appointment of a good many a s s i s t a n t s ,  medical, 
b i o l o g i c a l ,  chemical and phys ica l  and i t  may be t h a t  you would l i k e  the  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  running a l a r g e  deQartment along these  l i n e s  or a t  l e a s t  
of looking i n t o  the p r o j e c t  more c l o s e l y  before  r e j e c t i n g  the idea. I 
can promise you tha t  you would g e t  a very good recept ion  from yourschddfk 
co l leagues  i n  t h i s  country,  a n d  I am su re  you w o u l d  f e e l  a t  home among 
them. Probably you would be s o  kind as t o  give m e  some idea  as t o  how 
your mind r e a c t s  t o  t h i s  plan.  If you came here I could take you down t o  
the  labora tory ,  which is  about 15 mi les  out of London and s i t u a t e d  i n  
extensive grounds of  about 60 acres .  

l e t  me know no t  only the  d a y  of your a r r i v a l  bu t  the number of  the f l i g h t  
i n  which you a re  booked, s o  t h a t  we can f i n d  out the e x a c t  time o f  your 
a r r i v a l  a t  the  a i r p o r t ?  

D r .  Heidelberger,  
C/o  Vollmond, 
Rungstedkyst, Denmark. 

i?l) r c t i n g  

If you decide t o  make a s h o r t  s t o p  i n  London, would you k ind ly  

Yours s i n c e r e l y ,  

/ Over 



P.S. The p o s t a l  a d d r e s s  o f  Pan American Airways o f f i c e  i n  Prague is: 
U.S.  Lines,  
Pricopy 24, Prague. 

The cablegraphic  address  is: 

Seapostes , Prague 


